Pastor of Discipleship Ministries
Job Title: Pastor of Discipleship Ministries

Target Date of Hiring: July 2018

Job Description: First Baptist Church of Lowell is looking to hire a man to serve as the
Pastor of Discipleship Ministries. This person would oversee the implementation of our FBC
Discipleship Pathway in both our adult ministry and our student ministry. We want someone
who can equip other leaders to be effective disciple-makers, and ensure that the FBC
Discipleship Pathway is implemented to its fullest potential.

Qualifications:
•

Character:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

•

Loves and Pursues God
Loves People
Good Reputation
Integrity
Teachable
Disciplined
Grace-Filled
Self-Motivated
Hard Worker

•

Skills:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

•

Experiences:
o

Beliefs and Philosophy:
o
o
o
o

Highly Organized
A Leader
Skilled Teacher of the Bible
Able to Equip Other Leaders
Team Player
Relational
Problem Solver

Alignment with our FBC
Confession of Faith
Alignment with our FBC
Discipleship Pathway
Alignment with our FBC
Ministry Values
Aligns with our Vision to see
Christ-centered, Kingdomfocused homes on every block
in the Lowell community

o

Bachelor’s degree (Masters
Degree preferable)
Can demonstrate through past
experience the skills desired
for the position

Responsibilities:
•

Student Ministry:
o
o
o

•

Help equip and release a team of student ministry volunteers to effectively
disciple students
Plan platforms for students to actively engage in ministry
Provide a strategic calendar and budget for Student Ministry

Life Groups:
o
o
o

Equip and communicate to all Life Group Leaders to assure that groups are
maintaining the focus of the “Connect” piece of the Pathway.
Work with Life Group Leaders to help them identify an apprentice leader.
Work with Service Project Coordinator to resource Life Groups with serving
opportunities.

Responsibilities Continued
•

D-Groups:
o
o

•

Worship:
o
o

•

Equip and release D-Group Leaders to disciple others.
Maintain communication with each D-Group Leader to assure that they are
producing an environment for spiritual transformation and assuring they
effectively reproduce.

Coordinate, equip, and release volunteers to carry out an effective satellite
service.
Possibly preach 3-5 times a year.

Leadership:
o
o
o
o

Attend weekly staff meeting
Participate in our monthly Elders’ meeting
Attend a yearly conference to strengthen ministry skills and reignite creativity
Work as a team with the other staff to help FBC carry out its mission to make
disciples who make other disciples

Relationships:
•
•

•

Reports to the Lead Pastor
Under the Oversight of the Elders
Works Well with Other Staff

Expectations:
•
•
•
•

Compensation Package:

TBD

•
•
•
•

Work as a team player
Attend weekly staff meeting
Actively participate in all church events
Manage a 40-45 hour work week that
effectively carries out ministry
responsibilities and fosters a healthy
home life
Yearly evaluations
Faithful in giving
Faithful in active disciple-making
Faithful in fostering the spiritual
disciplines of Bible Reading,
Journaling, Scripture Memory, and
Prayer

Our Vision:

At First Baptist Church we desire to see Christ-Centered, Kingdomfocused homes on every block in the Lowell community.

Our Mission:

First Baptist Church exists as a community of transforming,
Christ-centered worshippers who build each other up to live out God’s Kingdomfocused plan for the home, the Lowell community, and the nations.
1. Community… The Bible is clear that a healthy church is a church that practices the “one
another” statements in the Scriptures. This is Biblical fellowship that was taking place in Acts
2. Romans 12:9 says that the believers were to devote themselves to one another in brotherly
love. Practically speaking, this can only happen in a smaller group, and seems to be modeled for
the reader in Acts 2:42-47. This is why Life Groups are important at First Baptist church and is
the process that facilitates a sense of belonging and care.

2. Transforming… Ephesians speaks of the saints building each other up until they reach
maturity, meaning they reached “the whole measure of the fullness of Christ (Eph.
4:13_NIV).” We do not believe that an individual will ever reach this goal in their lifetime, but all
believers should be engaged in a process that is leading toward that goal. This process is part of
what it means to be a disciple. We are transformed by the renewing of our mind (Romans 12:2)
and we are sanctified by truth (John 17:17). Because God uses believers to make disciplemakers out of other believers, discipleship groups (D-groups) are critical to our discipleshippathway.

3. Christ-centered Worshippers… In Eph. 3:20-21, Paul paints a clear picture of an allpowerful and incomprehensible God who the church is to glorify throughout all
generations. Worship is to be Christ-centered and intergenerational. Our corporate worship is
committed to having Christ-centered, theologically-accurate songs. We also recognize that style,
though secondary, is meaningful to people, so we have a mix of traditional hymns and
contemporary songs that qualify as Christ-centered with an intentional lean toward the
contemporary side.
4.

Build Each Other Up… Eph. 4 clearly teaches that pastors are to equip the believers in the
church for a three-fold process… believers serve each other in order to build each other up, until
there is unity in faith and knowledge in Christ. This is not only the work of the pastor, but the
work of the saints.

5. To Live Out God’s Kingdom-Focused Plan… The Great Commission is the church’s
marching orders. The church is to engage in the disciple-making of all nations by going,
baptizing, and teaching. The church exists as God’s hands and feet to this lost and broken
world. As a church, we will help provide ways for the believer to have faith conversations with
those in our homes and community. We will also provide ways to show love and share the
Gospel with the world.

Definition of a Disciple:

A disciple of Jesus is a worshipper of God who
cooperates with the Holy Spirit in a community of other believers, through a lifelong
transforming pursuit of Jesus Christ, to reach people with His Kingdom-focused plan
for the world.

The FBC Discipleship Pathway
1. Worship: Through ChristCentered praise and teaching

2. Connect: By participating in
community through Life Groups

3. Transform: By pursuing Christ in
a D-Group

4. Reach: By living out God’s
Kingdom-focused plan for the
home, the Lowell community, and
the nations.

Key Terms
1.

Life Groups: These are gender mixed groups of 15-25 people who primarily meet on Sunday
Morning. Life Groups are open groups that will grow and birth new Life Groups as necessary.
These groups are designed to help:
a. Forge healthy and encouraging relationship through weekly gathering for teaching and
quarterly social gatherings
b. Serve others through quarterly planned projects
c. Care for one another
d. Build each other up

2.

D-Groups: These are gender specific groups of 3-5 people who commit to a 12-month
intense spiritual transformation process. These are closed groups who meet weekly for the
purpose of sharing, accountability, teaching, and prayer.

12 Values of First Baptist Church of Lowell
The following list is a set of values that all ministry staff and lay leadership
must highly regard and all ministries must align.

•

Disciple-Making: We will strive to always be making disciple-makers in obedience to the Great

•

God-Centered Worship: We are first and foremost worshippers of God. Our ministries will

Commission. (Matt. 28:18-20)

strive to be a truthful reflection of God in all that we do. (John 4:23-24; 1 Cor. 10:31; Col. 3:17)

•

Intergenerational Relationships: Our ministry will strive to connect the generations while

•

The Primary Role of Parents to Disciple Their Children: Our ministries will seek to

•

Small Groups: Our ministries will strive to provide appropriate size groups for individuals to

•

The Spiritual Disciplines of Bible Reading, Meditation, Prayer, and Bible
Memorization: We are transformed by the truth of God’s Word, and these disciplines are Biblical

still maintaining effective age-appropriate teaching times and outreach opportunities. (Titus 2:2-8)

partner with the home, and not replace the home as the primary place where faith is nurtured. (Deut.
6:4-9)

foster deep relationships. (Acts 2:46; Romans 12:9-10; The 72, 12, and 3 from Jesus’ Ministry)

and highly effective at helping a believer internalize truth. (John 17:17; Romans 12:2; Joshua 1:8;
Psalm 119:11, 97; 1 Thess. 5:17; Romans 12:12; John 15:5)
•

The Call to Servanthood: We will strive to serve each other and the community for God’s
Glory. (Phil. 2:5-7; Gal. 5:13)

•

Excellence in Ministry: Anything accomplished for the King is worth doing well, so our
ministries will strive for excellence in the things that are done. (1 Cor. 15:58; Col. 3:16-17)

•

Intentional Ministry: We will strive to have a clear and simple process for making disciples who

•

Personal Integrity: Those serving in our ministries are expected to be honest and faithful in all

•

Humility in approach: We will strive to interact with others in a thoughtful, respectful, and

•

Team: We will strive to work together for the cause of Christ in a team environment. (1 Cor. 12:14-

make other disciples. As the saying goes, “A failure to plan is a plan to fail.” (Eph. 5:15-17)

they do. (Prov. 10:9; Prov. 11:3; Prov. 12:22)

gentle way. (1 Peter 5:5-6; Phil. 2:5-9; James 4:6)

30)

ARTICLE 3
CONFESSION OF FAITH

The Scriptures
We believe in the authority and sufficiency of the Holy Bible, consisting of the sixty-six books of
the old and new testaments, as originally written; that the whole of Scripture was inspired by
God (2 Tim. 3:16–17) and is without error in the original manuscripts, and that God, through the
Holy Spirit, spoke through men to communicate His very words to humanity (2 Pet. 1:19–21).
We believe the Bible to be the true center of Christian unity and the supreme standard by which
all human conduct, creed, and opinions shall be tried (Acts 17:11; 2 Tim. 3:16–17; 2 Pet. 1:19–
21).

The True God
We believe there is one and only one living and true God (Exod. 20:2–3; Deut. 6:4; 1 Cor. 8:6),
an infinite Spirit, the Maker and supreme Ruler of Heaven and earth (Gen. 1:1). He is
inexpressibly glorious in holiness and worthy of all possible honor, confidence, and love (Rev.
4:11). We believe that in the unity of the Godhead there are three persons, the Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit (Matt. 3:16–17; 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14), equal in every divine perfection and
executing distinct but harmonious offices in the great work of redemption (John 14–16).

Jesus
We believe that Jesus is the promised messiah (Gen. 3:15; 12:7; 17:19; Gal. 3:16), born of the
virgin Mary in a miraculous manner through the power of the Holy Spirit, and that He is both the
Son of God and God the Son (Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1:18–25; Luke 1:35; John 1:14). We believe that
He lived a perfect life without sin and died in our place so that we may have life (Heb. 2:17;
4:14–15). We believe in the bodily resurrection of Christ and in His ascension into Heaven,
where He now sits at the right hand of the Father as our High Priest interceding for us (Matt.
28:6–7; Mark 16:6; Luke 24:2–6, 39, 51; John 20:27; Acts 1:9–11; 1 Cor. 15:4; 1 Tim. 2:5; Heb.
5:9–10; 7:25; 8:6; 12:2; 1 John 2:1; Rev. 3:21).

The Holy Spirit
We believe that the Holy Spirit is a divine person, equal with God the Father and God the Son,
and of the same nature (Matt. 28:19; Luke 1:35; John 14:16, 26; Heb. 9:14). He was active in
the creation of the world (Gen. 1:1–3). He restrains the evil one until God sees fit to remove this
ministry, ushering in the time of tribulation (2 Thess. 2:6–8). He convicts of sin, of
righteousness, and of judgment (John 16:8–11). He bears witness to the truth of the gospel in
preaching and testimony through the ministry of illumination (Acts 5:30–32; 1 Cor. 2:10–14). He
is the agent in the new birth (Mark 1:8; John 1:33; 3:5–6), who seals (Eph. 1:13–14), gifts
(1 Cor. 12:1–7), guides/teaches (John 14:26), testifies to salvation in (Rom. 8:16), sanctifies
(Titus 3:5), and helps (Rom. 8:26–27) the believer. We believe that the gifts often referred to as
signs and wonders are not normative today for the church in America, and these gifts do not
give new revelation to the universal church.

The Devil or Satan
We believe in the reality and personality of Satan, the Devil, and that he was created by
God as an angel but through pride and rebellion became the enemy of his creator (Isa.
14:12–14; Ezek. 28:12–18); that he became the unholy god of this age and the ruler of
all the powers of darkness (Matt. 4:1–11; 2 Cor. 4:4); and that he is destined to the
judgment of an eternal justice in the lake of fire (Rev. 20:10).

Creation
We believe the biblical account of the creation of the physical universe, angels, and man; that
this account is neither allegory nor myth but a literal, historical account of the direct, immediate
creative acts of the Triune God; that man was created by a direct work of God and not from
previously existing forms of life; and that all men are descended from the historical Adam and
Eve, first parents of the entire human race (Gen. 1–2; Col. 1:16–17; John 1:3).

The Fall of Man
We believe that the first man and woman were created in innocence (in the image and likeness
of God) under the law of their Maker (Gen. 1:26–31), but by voluntary transgression Adam fell
from his sinless state (Gen. 3:1–6), and all humanity is affected by his disobedience (Rom. 5:12,
19). As a result, every human being is deeply damaged by the fall (Rom. 3:10–19), is a partaker
of Adam’s fallen nature, and is a sinner by nature and by conduct, and therefore under God’s
just condemnation without defense or excuse (Rom. 3:23; 6:23).

Salvation
We believe that the salvation of sinners is divinely initiated and completely by grace through an
individual’s faith in Jesus (Eph. 2:8–9; Acts 15:11), who is the mediator of the New Covenant
that believers have with God (Heb. 9:15). Jesus, by the appointment of the Father, voluntarily
took upon Himself our nature (Heb. 2:14–18), yet without sin (Heb. 4:15; 2 Cor. 5:21), and
honored the divine law by his personal obedience (Isa. 53:4–7), thus qualifying Himself to be our
Savior (Phil. 2:7–8). We believe that by the shedding of His blood in His death He fully satisfied
the just demands of a holy and righteous God regarding sin (1 Pet. 2:24; 1 John 4:10); His
sacrifice was a voluntary substitution of Himself in the sinner’s place (Rom. 3:22–26). He is in
every way qualified to be a suitable, compassionate, and all-sufficient Savior (1 Cor. 15:3).
We believe that faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is the only condition of salvation. Repentance is a
change of mind and purpose toward God prompted by the Holy Spirit and is an integral part of
saving faith (John 3:16; Rom. 10:9; 1 John 1:9; Eph. 2:8–9).

Grace and the New Birth
We believe that in order to be saved, sinners must be born again (John 3:3). When sinners put
their faith and trust in Jesus Christ as Savior (Rom. 10:9), they immediately become a new
creation in Christ Jesus (2 Cor. 5:17). Although every believer was dead in trespasses and in
sins (Eph. 2:1), he or she was made alive in his or her new nature and received eternal life, the
free gift of God (Eph. 2:5; Rom. 6:23). This new creation is brought about by the sovereign God
in a manner above human comprehension, solely by the power of the Holy Spirit in connection
with divine truth. Though we believe salvation is by God’s grace through faith, and not by works
(Eph. 2:8–9), works are a natural evidence of a grace-filled life and what we are called to do
(Eph. 2:10; John 14:15).

Justification
We believe that justification is the judicial act of God whereby He declares the believer righteous
(1 John 4:10; Rom. 3:24). We believe that justification is a free gift, not in consideration of any
work of righteousness that an individual has done but solely through faith in the Redeemer’s
shed blood (Rom. 3:24; 4:5; 5:1, 9; Gal. 2:16; Phil. 3:9).

Sanctification
We believe that sanctification is the divine “setting-apart” of the believer to God accomplished in
a threefold manner:
1. A believer has been sanctified (Heb. 10:10–14; 1 Cor. 1:30; Jude 24–25). When an believers
put their faith and trust in Jesus Christ for salvation they are sanctified eternally based on the
redemption in Christ, establishing him or her in a position of holiness before God.
2. The believer is being sanctified (John 17:17; 2 Cor. 3:18; 1 Thess. 4:3). This is a continual
process within believers as the Holy Spirit reveals the Word of God to the them and they apply it
to life (Phil. 2:12–13).
3. The believer will be sanctified. The final accomplishment of this process will happen at the
Lord’s return (1 Thess. 5:23).

The Security of the Saints
We believe that all who are truly born again are kept by God the Father for Jesus Christ and
sealed by the Holy Spirit for the day of redemption (Phil. 1:6; John 10:28–29; Rom. 8:35–39;
Eph. 1:13–14; 4:30; Jude 24–25).

The Church
We believe that when the Scriptures talk about the church, they are referring to either the
universal or local church. The universal church is composed of all New Testament believers who
make up the body of Christ. It is composed of local congregations throughout the world (1 Cor.
12:12–27; Acts 15; Eph. 3:1–6).
The local church is a visible expression of the universal church. It is an organized congregation
of believers, associated by a covenant of faith and the fellowship of the gospel. The local church
observes the ordinances of Christ (Acts 2:41–42), is ruled by Christ its head, and exercises the

gifts, rights, and privileges entrusted to it by His Word (Rom. 12:3–6; 1 Cor. 12). We believe that
the local church’s officers are elders and deacons, whose qualifications, claims, and duties are
clearly defined in the Scriptures (1 Tim. 3:1–13; Titus 1:5–9). We believe the true mission of the
church is to make disciples of all people groups. This includes the faithful witnessing of Christ to
all people, baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey Christ (Matt. 28:19–20). We hold that the local church has the responsibility of selfgovernment free from the interference of any hierarchy of individuals or organizations (Titus
1:5), and that the one and only Superintendent is Christ through the Holy Spirit (Col. 1:18; Eph.
1:22–23; 5:21–32). We believe that the church is to contend for the faith (Jude 3) and protect it
against false doctrine (Titus 2:1; Rev. 2–3; 2 Tim. 1:13–14).

Baptism and the Lord’s Supper
We believe that there are two ordinances that are to be practiced in the church today: baptism
and the Lord’s Supper.

Baptism is God’s ordained (Matt. 28:18–20) means for a believer to publically signify
(Col. 2:11–12) the New Covenant relationship through the symbolic dramatization of
Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection (Rom. 6:1–11). This dramatization is best
captured by immersion into water (Acts 8:36–38) in the name of the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:19). Because of this, we believe baptism post-salvation is a
prerequisite for membership into the local church.
The Lord’s Supper is the commemoration of His death until He comes (Matt 26:26–29; Mark
14:22–25; Luke 22:15–20; 1 Cor. 11:23–26) and should always be preceded by solemn selfexamination (1 Cor. 11:27–32). We believe that the bread and cup are symbols of Jesus’ body
and blood that were shed on the cross and are important to celebrate together (1 Cor. 11:23–26;
Acts 2:42). We do not believe that the elements transform into the actual body or blood of
Christ, nor do we believe that there is a spiritual presence contained within the elements, but
that they serve as a reminder of Christ and provide anticipation for His return.

Civil Government
We believe that the civil government is divinely appointed for the interest and good order of
human society (Rom. 13:1–2). We believe that Christians are to pray for those leaders (1 Tim.
2:1–4; Jer. 29:7) and conscientiously honor and obey them (Rom. 13:3–7; Matt. 22:21; Acts
23:5), except in laws that oppose the will of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who is the only Lord of the
conscience and the coming King of Kings (Acts 4:19–20; 5:29; Dan. 3:17–18). We also believe
that opposition toward laws that violate God’s will should be carried out with respect toward
those in authority (1 Pet. 2:17–18).

Israel
We believe in the sovereign selection of Israel as God’s eternal covenant people. Israel is now
dispersed because of its disobedience and rejection of Christ, but it will be regathered in the
Holy Land during the tribulation and will be saved as a nation at the second advent of Christ
(Gen. 13:14–17; Rom. 11:1–32; Ezek. 37).

Rapture and Subsequent Events
We believe in the premillennial return of Christ, and that at that moment the dead in Christ shall
be raised in glorified bodies, and the living in Christ shall be given glorified bodies without
tasting death, and all shall be caught up to meet the Lord in the air (1 Thess. 4:13–18; 1 Cor.
15:42–44, 51–54; Phil. 3:20–21; Rev. 3:10).
We believe that the tribulation will be culminated by the revelation of Christ in power and great
glory to sit upon the throne of David and to establish the millennial kingdom (Dan. 9:25–27;
Matt. 24:29–31; Luke 1:30–33; Isa. 9:6–7; 11:1–9; Acts 2:29–30; Rev. 20:1–4, 6).

The Righteous and the Wicked
We believe that there is a radical and essential difference between the righteous and
the wicked (Prov. 14:32; Mal. 3:18; Gen. 18:23). We believe only those who are justified
by faith in our Lord Jesus Christ and sanctified by the Spirit of our God are truly
righteous in His esteem (Rom. 6:17–18). We believe that all who continue in
unrepentance and unbelief are in His sight wicked and under the curse. We believe that
this distinction holds among human beings both in and after death, in the everlasting
blessing of the saved and the everlasting conscious suffering of the lost in the Lake of
Fire (Matt. 25:31–46; Luke 16:19–31; Rom. 6:23; Rev. 20:11–15).

Marriage and Sexuality
Scripture grants two life-enhancing options for sexual behavior: monogamous marital
relations between one man and one woman (Gen. 1:27–28; 2:18, 21–24; Matt. 19:4–6;
Mark. 10:5–8; Heb. 13:4) or sexual celibacy (1 Cor. 7:7; Matt. 19:12). Both are gifts from
God, given as He wills for His glory and the good of those who receive and rejoice in His
gift to them.
We believe that marriage is a sacred union between one man and one woman,
established by God from the very beginning (Gen. 2:22–24). This union serves as a
picture of the relationship between Christ and the church, which is referred to as His
bride (Eph. 5:25–32). Marriage is more than a contractual relationship recognized by the
state; it is a covenant that one man and one woman make with each other before God
to live as one in this life (Mal. 2:14–15). This sacred covenant between one man and
one woman is a lifetime commitment and should never be entered into lightly.
God created human beings as male and female (Gen. 1:27). The complementary,
relational nature of the human race as “male and female” reflects the created order
given by God when He created human beings “in His image” (Gen. 1:26–27; 5:1, 3; 9:6;
1 Cor. 11:7; James 3:9; Rom. 8:29; 2 Cor. 3:18; Eph. 4:23–24; Col. 3:10). In our limited
understanding, we are called to receive the gift of being created male or female. All of
human existence, including our sexuality, has been deeply damaged by the fall into sin
(Gen. 3; Rom. 3:23; 5:12). We all are sinners, broken in some measure by this fall.

Everything, from our environment to our bodily genetic code, has been ravaged by sin
and the fall. Whether the homosexual attractions people experience are the product of
their environment, their genetics, or another source, they are not what God intends and
so do not render homosexual behavior legitimate. Temptation, including sexual
attractions, is not sin. Sin is yielding to temptation. Jesus himself was tempted, yet
without sin (Matt. 4:1–11; Heb. 4:15).

